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in conversation; those who saw him were suddenly
filled with reverence; those who came near him loved
him; they who described him would say, *I have
never seen his like either before or after.5 He was
of great taciturnity; but when he spoke it was with/
emphasis and deliberation, and no one could qsfa
forget what he said. He was, however, vei:y nervous
and restless withal, often low-spirited, downcast as
to heart and eyes. Yet he would at"times suddenly
break through these breedings, becomev<gay, talkative,
jocular, chiefly among his own. He would then
delight in telling little stories, fairy tales, and the
like. He would romp with the children and play with
their toys."

" He lived with his wives in a row of humble
cottages, separated from one another by palm-branches,
cemented together with mud. He would kindle the
fire, sweep the floor, and milk the goats himself.
'Ai'sha tells us that he slept upon a leathern mat, and
that he mended his clothes, and even clouted his shoes,
with his own hand. For months together ... he
did not get a sufficient meal. The little food that he
had was always shared with those who dropped in to
partake of it. Indeed, outside the Prophet's house
was a bench or gallery, on which were always to be
found a number of the poor, who lived entirely on his
generosity, and were hence called the ' people of the
bench/ His ordinary food was dates and water
or barley-bread ; milk and honey were luxuries of
which he was fond, but which he rarely allowed
himself, The fare of the desert seemed most con-